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Bylaws of the Nutrition-Japan Public-Private Platform

Chapter 1. General Provisions

[Name]

Article 1. The name of the organization shall be Platform for Promoting Nutrition Improvement Projects.

[Common name in English]

Article 2. When there is a need to explain the organization or its activity in English, the following common name shall be used: Nutrition-Japan Public-Private Platform (NJPPP).
[Purpose of NJPPP]

Article 3. The purpose of NJPPP shall be to promote the activities that serve for improving nutrition in a foreign country and is performed by a Japanese private sector (nutrition improvement projects) with the collaboration of its members.

[Activities of NJPPP]

Article 4. NJPPP shall perform the following activities.

i) Collection, analysis, sharing, and diffusion of the information for improving the nutrition in foreign countries

ii) Survey and analysis for supporting the formulation of a nutrition improvement project that satisfies the needs in the foreign country, and coordination for formulating or promoting of the project case

iii) Other activities contributing to the purpose of NJPPP
[Nature of NJPPP]

Article 5. NJPPP shall be a voluntary organization without a juridical personality. 
[Internal organization]

Article 6. NJPPP shall establish a steering committee and a secretariat.
Chapter 2. Membership
[Membership qualifications]

Article 7. An individual or organization that meets any of the following items, agrees to the purpose of NJPPP, and wishes to participate in the activities of NJPPP may be a NJPPP member. However, the member shall not be related to any antisocial force.

i) a legal entity whose main shop or head office is registered in Japan

ii) a legal entity registered outside Japan which is owned or whose power is held by the legal entity that falls into item i) 

iii) a legal entity or an individual person except those described in the preceding items and whose membership has been approved by the steering committee of NJPPP in light of the purpose of NJPPP
[Categories of membership]

Article 8. There shall be two categories of membership: business membership and general membership.

(2) A member is to choose the membership category at admission.

(3) The membership category may be changed at any time after admission

(4) A business member may propose the steering committee to examine and conduct a specific activity case that contributes to the purpose of NJPPP.
[Extent of obligations]

Article 9. Admission to the membership in NJPPP shall be associated with no obligation except those described in Articles 10 and 14.  
[Obligation of confidentiality]

Article 10. When the member of NJPPP (the Member) obtains information from another Member on the condition of confidentiality during an activity related to NJPPP, such information shall not be revealed to a third person including other Members.

(2) In addition to the information prescribed in the preceding section, the Member shall not provide any confidential information obtained through an activity related to NJPPP to a person other than the Members without a permission.
[Protection of personal information]

Article 11. The provisions of Article 10. shall be applied to the handling of the personal information that a Member has obtained during a NJPPP-related activity. However, this does not apply to the personal information prescribed in the Act on the Protection of Personal Information (Act No. 57 of 2003) and other related laws and regulations where disclosure is justifiable.
[Duty to strive]

Article 12. The Member shall strive to ensure the following items when he/she engages in an NJPPP-related activity by himself/herself or jointly with another Member, etc., in or outside Japan.


i) to engage in an activity that contributes to the nutrition improvement in the target country


ii) to respect the food culture and habits of the target country/region


iii) to secure that the food provided is safe and trustful


iv) to engage in a sustainable activity


v) to be consistent with the policies of Japanese government and international norms or standards that Japanese government has adopted
[Resolution of dispute]

Article 13. When a dispute arises between Members or a Member and a non-Member concerning an activity related to NJPPP (including the handling of confidential information stipulated in Article 10), the dispute shall be resolved by way of compromise or lawsuit between the parties involved.
[Financial obligation]

Article 14. A business member shall pay the specified membership fee to cover the expenses required for the activities of NJPPP.

(2) The steering committee shall determine the category of membership that pays the fee and the amount of fee. 

(3) When the Member withdraws from the membership or changes the category of membership, the Member may not request the return of the membership fee that has already been paid. 
[Withdrawal from membership]

Article 15. A Member who wishes to withdraw from the membership may withdraw at any time.

(2) Notwithstanding the preceding section, when the steering committee judges that the Member is ineligible for membership including the case where the Member is noncompliant with the duties described in laws, regulations, Article 10 or 14, or social norms, the steering committee may determine that the Member withdraws from membership. 
[Intellectual property rights]

Article 16. The intellectual proper rights on the works, inventions, devices, techniques, methods, designs, ideas, etc., (hereinafter, “inventions, etc.”) that are newly produced during the operations of NJPPP and activities of the Members shall belong to the Member or non-Member who has created such inventions, etc.

(2) When the inventions, etc., have been created jointly, the intellectual property rights shall be shared among the creators; the ownership and the procedures including the transfer of ownership shall be determined through consultations among the creators. 

(3) When a Member other than the creator or a non-Member requests to use the inventions, etc., the parties involved shall consult and determine the issues including whether or not the inventions, etc., are able to be utilized, the compensation, and the tangible usages. 
Chapter 3. Steering Committee
[Co-chair]

Article 17. Japan International Cooperation Agency and Japan Food Industry Association shall have the position of the co-chairs of the steering committee.
[Steering committee members]

Article 18. The maximum number of the steering committee members shall be fixed to 20 Members.

(2) The steering committee members shall include the co-chairs stipulated in Article 17, and those elected from among the Members who have the intention and ability to attend the steering committee meetings and who have attended or sit in the last three meetings or more.

(3) The steering committee member shall serve for a term of one year after being elected and may serve for another term. 
[Steering committee meetings]

Article 19. The steering committee meetings shall be held at least once a quarter.

(2) The co-chairs shall notify the Members including the steering committee members of the date, time, place, and agenda of the next steering committee meeting at least one week prior to the date of the meeting.

(3) The member may notify the co-chairs in advance and sit in the steering committee.

(4) When the co-chairs recognize the necessity, the attendance of a Member other than the steering committee member or a non-Member may be requested.
[Agenda]

Article 20. The steering committee shall deliberate and determine the agenda listed in the following items other than those described in Article 22.


i) the implementation of the activity of NJPPP described in Article 4 and its expenses 


ii) the screening for admission or withdrawal described in Article 7 iii) or Article 15 (2) 


iii) the categories of membership that shall pay the membership fee and the amount of membership fee according to the category


iv) permission to provide the information handled within NJPPP to outside parties


v) submission of a request on the policy that contributes to the purpose of NJPPP to the government or other external organizations


vi) amendment of the Bylaws


vii) dissolution of NJPPP
[Decision making]

Article 21. A unanimous decision by the members in attendance is required for the steering committee.

(2) Notwithstanding the preceding section, when it is difficult to reach to a unanimous decision, following the proposal by the co-chair, it is possible to resolve by a two-thirds majority vote of the business members and general members in attendance, respectfully.

(3) Notwithstanding the preceding section, the committee member who is also a business member shall not have the right to vote for the resolution of the agenda stipulated in Article 22.
[Deliberations and decision on a specific project case]

Article 22. The steering committee may set up a temporary working group for each specific case of nutrition improvement project that a business member has submitted to examine the details and whether or not it is appropriate that NJPPP handles the project.

(2) The working group described in the preceding section shall consist of the business member concerned and Member(s) or non-Member(s) designated by the co-chairs and the steering committee, taking the opinions of the Member concerned into account.

(3) The steering committee shall receive the review report by the working group described in section (1), and decide whether or not it is appropriate that NJPPP handles such specific project case, and the time, details, and cost of the project that NJPPP requires for the case.
Chapter 4. Secretariat
[Designation of the Secretariat]

Article 23. The Japan Food Industry Center shall serve as the secretariat of NJPPP.
[Duties of the Secretariat]

Article 24. The secretariat shall perform the following clerical work based on the decision of the steering committee.


i) reception of the application for admission, withdrawal, and change of membership category, etc., of the Member


ii) receipt of membership fees


iii) preparation of various events such as the steering committee meetings


iv) clerical work for the public relations including the website, mail magazines, and newsletters


v) other clerical work for the activities and operations of NJPPP


vi) conclusion of a contract and the expenditure of the cost for the activities described in the preceding items
Chapter 5. Supplementary Provisions
[Membership at the time of establishment]

Article 25. The names and addresses of the Members at the time of NJPPP establishment are shown in the attachment.
[Steering committee members at the time of establishment]

Article 26. The steering committee members at the time of NJPPP establishment are recognized as the following Members:
- 1 -
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